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Bees – friend and foe 

As the weather warms and spring arrives, 

it’s a good time to talk about the 

European honey bee (Apis mellifera) and 

how you can help protect Western 

Australia’s bee industry by reporting 

unfamiliar bees or insects. 

Honey bees are familiar to most of us, 

whether through visiting our gardens, 

being trod on at the local swimming pool 

or avoiding a bee swarm in spring. 

They’re also more commonly seen than 

the estimated 2000 native bee species we 

have in Australia.  

As the name suggests, European honey bees are not native to Australia and were first 

introduced by early European settlers to supply honey. Today, in addition to the production of 

honey, bees provide important pollination services for our horticulture and agriculture sectors. 

Thirty five industries depend on honey bee pollination for most of their production.  

Unfortunately, honey bees have also 

become an invasive species colonising 

most of Australia. Having left their 

man-made beehives, these wild or 

‘feral’ bees can out-compete native 

insects for floral resources, disrupt 

native pollinators and displace 

endemic wildlife such as birds and 

possums from their homes in tree 

hollows or artificial nest boxes.  

Unless you have a beekeeper with 

beehives living nearby, your flowers, 

fruit trees and vegetables are most 

likely being visited (and pollinated) by 

feral bees. 

During spring, bee swarms are often 

seen as bees leave their parent colony in search for a new home. This can cause concern to 

property owners if that new home is in your wall cavity, compost bin or letter box. Honey bee 

workers may also sting people and domesticated animals when defending themselves or their 

hive. Their sting may trigger allergic reactions in some people, which can sometimes be life 

threatening.  

European honey bee. Photo submitted via the 

MyPestGuide Reporter app. Photo credit: John Botha.  

European honey bee swarm on Jacaranda tree. Photo 

submitted via the MyPestGuide Reporter app. Photo 

credit: John Botha.  



As with most pests, a balance must be struck. In this case the cost and benefits of providing 

local pollination versus environmental protection, health and safety.  

It’s also important to understand that the removal or 

destruction of problematic bee swarms or hives in 

domestic, recreational or bushland/conservation areas 

poses little to no impact on the health of the bee industry 

in WA.  

To support the WA honey, horticulture and agricultural 

industries and continue to enjoy home grown produce, 

we need to protect the health of all bees. The greatest 

health threat to our bees comes from the entry and 

spread of exotic pests and diseases. 

For assistance with bee removal contact a licensed pest 

controller, local apiarist or see the WA Apiarist Society’s 

website (waas.org.au) for a list of swarm collectors.  

How you can help 

If you find dead bees or can safely take close up photos 

(especially showing the vein pattern of their wings) 

please send these to us with the location and a brief 

description. We screen samples and photographic reports for exotic bees and pests not yet 

present in WA, such as the Asian honey bee, Apis cerana (established in far north 

Queensland), bumble bee, Bombus terrestris (common in Tasmania) and varroa mites, Varroa 

destructor and Varroa jacobsoni (the latter species was recently detected on Asian honey bees 

in QLD).  

Before sending in samples, please contact us (phone or email) so we can provide tailored 

advice to your situation. To find more information on bees – see our website agric.wa.gov.au 

and search ‘bee’. 

Reporting unfamiliar pests  

The Department’s Pest and Disease Information Service (PaDIS) screens enquiries for new 

weeds, pests and plant diseases, which could negatively impact the success of WA’s local 

horticulture and agricultural industries and the ability to grow home produce.  

You can report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free smartphone & tablet 

apps or online! See: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au. The MyPestGuide Reporter app is 

available from Google Play Store and Apple iTunes Store. You can also contact us direct if you 

have concerns about unfamiliar weeds, pests or plant diseases.  

Pest and Disease Information Service (PaDIS). info@agric.wa.gov.au. 1800 084 881  

Department of Agriculture and Food, WA. 3 Baron-Hay Court, South Perth WA 6151. 

 

European honey bee showing wing 

venation. Photo submitted via the 

MyPestGuide Reporter app. Photo 

credit: Liz Edwards.  
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