
 

 

Look out for travel bugs as you wander out yonder! 
Travellers heading out into Western Australia’s wild blue yonder this spring are being asked 
to join WA’s biosecurity efforts by taking precautions to prevent the spread of pests, weeds 
and disease. 

Unwanted weed seeds, disease spores and 
pests are expert hitchhikers, unknowingly hiding 
in or on clothes, camping gear and cars. 

With the surge of travel within WA because of the 
state border closure, there is an increased risk of 
pests being spread from one part of the state to 
another. 

Hitchhiking pests of high biosecurity concern to 
WA in 2020 include the Russian wheat aphid, 
European wasps, cane toads, and any weeds 
with prickly ‘burrs’. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

You would know about having to surrender fresh 
fruit and vegetables at the WA border, but did 
you know there are restrictions on taking fruit 
and vegetables into the Ord River Irrigation 
Area near Kununurra? This is to prevent the 
introduction of Mediterranean fruit fly to the area. 

Did you know there are restrictions on the 
movement of honey and bee products out of 
the Kimberley region, to prevent the spread of 
small hive beetle to the rest of the state? 

By following our travelling tips, we can also 
thwart those opportunistic pests that are not 
established in WA, but which occasionally breach 
state borders on clothing and vehicles, and in 
fresh fruit and vegetables.  

Priority hitchhiking pests not in WA, but which we 

still need to keep an eye out for, include red 

imported fire ant, Queensland fruit fly, and the 

plant disease myrtle rust (which is spread by 

spores). Also watch out for birds such as 

starlings and sparrows. 

You can find our more from our website 

agric.wa.gov.au or call our Department.  

DON’T TAKE PESTS ON HOLIDAY! 
Essential tips 

 Be mindful of taking fresh fruit and 
vegetables with you if travelling north. Buy 
as you go! 

 Use amnesty bins or dispose of food waste 
in plastic bags before placing in bins.  

 Brush down luggage and contents, shoes, 
clothing, tents, sleeping bags and other 
items before moving to your next location. 

 Check your socks, shoes and clothing for 
burrs and seeds – check your tires too!  

 Shake out car mats before moving on. 

 Clean and dry all boating and fishing gear 
before fishing another waterway where 
possible.  

 Keep your dogs on a leash at all times. 

 Always check your pet’s fur and paws for 
bugs, seeds and burrs before entering your 
vehicle.  

 Do not enter farm properties without asking. 
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